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COUSINS   CONNECTION 

T 
he fourth Kitzes Family Reunion is now definitely set to take place on a 

4 day cruise on the Carnival cruise ship ñImaginationò leaving from 

Miami on Thursday, May 15, 2008 at 4 p.m.   The liner will then stop at 

Key West, Florida the following day from 7:30 a.m. until 2 p.m., then 

Calica, Mexico on Saturday, May 17th from 1:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., before 

returning to Miami on Monday, May 19th at 8:00 a.m. after spending an entire 

day at sea on Sunday, May 18th. 

  Several stateroom categories are offered to the family at cut-rate group 

prices arranged by the Reunion Committee Chairs, Marty and Lynn Mendelssohn.  

Because there are only a limited number of cabins available to us, all those 

planning to attend should book their cabins as early as possible with Fran Thorz 

at Post-Haste Travel: either by e-mail (fran@posthastetravel.com) or by 

telephone (800-881-7690). 

  Besides having the opportunity to enjoy a beautiful time aboard the ship, 

the family will be able to dine together and also enjoy the traditional reunion 

events like the welcoming party and the family meeting complete with full 

program.  The reunion committee has prepared a registration form as well as 

order forms for optional hats and t-shirts, and these are included in this mailing.  

Please fill them out as soon as you have decided to attend and return them to 

Marty and Lynn Mendelssohn as instructed.  As always, the once-every-three-

year reunion is an event that you wonôt want to miss! 
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A  few weeks ago I was exploring the Ellis Island 

records and decided to see if I could recognize 

any of the emigrants from Alexandreni, the location 

where my father Sam, and several of his brothers were 

born.  I chose the timeframe right after WWI, since, like 

my fatherôs family, many of those who were trying to get 

out of Russia were delayed by the war.  About 250 

names showed up, but near the top of the list were 

ñJanchel and Dina Chischiman.ò  These names 

ñmatchedò the names of Meshullamôs daughter Dina 

Kitzes and her husband Yankel Kiskiman.  However, 

before this, I did not have any information that they ever 

left Russia..  Yankel and Dina also had 4 known children 

ï Solomon, Soichel, Rosa, and Bassia.  This record from 

Dec 1920 showed  Janchel and Dina traveling with their 

daughter Basca, her husband Aron Gontar, and their new 

baby Goldie (who was probably born on the ship).   They 

were coming to see their son ñZ. Silvermanò in 

Philadelphia.  Additional searching determined that ñZ.ò 

was for Zigmund.  My thought at this point was that 

perhaps Solomon (Zalman) Kiskaman had changed his 

name to Zigmund Silverman. 

 

Further searching found Zigmund Silverman arriving 

earlier in 1920 with his wife Nechama and their children 

Samuel and Sullis.  What is particularly interesting is that 

at this time Zigmund was already a US citizen, which 

means he had lived in the US for a number of years and 

had returned to Russia to get his family.  More digging 

finds ñSalman Risshkemann,ò his sister Soibel, and her 

husband Ichiel Lerner all arriving in 1913.  Zalman 

leaves his wife ñNechaò behind in Russia, and is coming 

to his cousin Joseph Brill (whose wife is Sophie 

Kiskaman).  Soibel is coming to see her sister Rosie, who 

we find arriving in 1912.  So, it is looking almost definite 

that Zalman and Zigmund are the same person.  So much 

for the history, now to find live descendents. 

 

The obvious searches for ñGontarò and ñZigmund 

Silvermanò turned up nothing useful.  However, I did 

find another genealogy researcher looking for Gontar 

descendents from Alexandreni.  He was able to give me a 

tree for the Genter descendents of Aron (Jank) Gontar.  

More Internet searching came up with the email address 

of one of Bessie Gontarôs grandchildren, who 

unfortunately knew very little about the early family and 

only knew of the name Silverman, not Kiskaman.  More 

digging came up with another cousin, who knew only a 

little more but put me in touch with still another cousin.  

This cousin knew one of the daughters of Zigmund 

Silverman.  Finally, I spoke with Elsie Sachs, Zigmundôs 

oldest daughter.  She knew all about the Kiskaman ï 

Silverman name change.  She had gotten the whole story 

from her older brother Sol who had undergone the name 

change from Sullis Kiskaman to Sol Silverman when he 

was about 8 years old. 

 

So we have located another branch of the Meshullam 

Zise Kitzes tree.  Of the five children of Meshullam that 

lived past infancy, we now have most of the information 

on four of them.  The fifth, who we originally only knew 

as Sara, is now known to be Sara Iosefovich, married to 

Mordka, with children Avram, Soyblya and Zise.  These 

children were all born between 1894 and 1898 in 

Kishinev, and maybe someday we will locate their 

descendents. 

DINA KITZES BRANCH EXPANDED  
By Maurice Kitces 

Four Generations of  

Seligmans Gather 

H yatt and Robin Seligman gathered 

their family together to celebrate a 

visit from their eldest daughter Brandie, 

and their first grandson, Isaiah Huskey.  

Great-grandmother Mynabelle Seligman 

proudly held Isaiah for the photo on the 

left that showed four generations together 

at one time.   


