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 Huge``` huge 

R egistrations for the Third Kitzes Family Reunion on July 22-24 continue to 

arrive every day.  As of the first week in May, over 100 family members 

have registered and over 50 hotel rooms have been reserved.  

  The Reunion Committee has finalized the plans for a memorable weekend 

event.  The Reunion will begin on Friday evening, July 22nd with the traditional 

Welcoming Party at the official venue, the Sheraton Newark Liberty Airport 

Hotel.  The events planned for Saturday will include an optional brunch at the 

hotel in the morning followed by a luncheon cruise of New York Harbor.  Enjoy 

a few hours of leisure in the afternoon around the hotelôs 5-story atrium pool or 

in our hospitality suite, after which the Kitzes Family Reunion Gala Banquet 

Buffet will take place in the hotel ballroom beginning at 6:30 p.m. with cocktails 

and group photographs.  A formal program has been organized to follow the 

buffet dinner and will include a slide presentation on our familyôs origins given 

by Don Seligman, an update on the family tree and current genealogical research 

given by Maury Kitces, family group introductions with opportunties for 

individual photographs, and ample time throughout for discussion, questions, 

and consideration of future projects.  The Reunion will conclude on Sunday 

morning with an optional Farewell Brunch at the hotel.  Registration forms and 

further information can be found on the family website 

(www.cousinsconnection.com) or by calling Bruce or Tsila Blank at 631-475-

9524.     
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Registrations Coming In  

Keces  Leider  Chitis  Umensky  Segal  Winkler  Mardigian  Orbach  Gollack  Shafer 
Tragerman  Goldstein  Leavitt   Gould  Sterk  Schwartz  Brynan  Rosenes  Wellins  
Seligman   Weiss  Zimmermann  Mohrman Statham Horwitz  Smarinsky  Fenimore 
Bluestone Bedrick  Galer  Cohen  Bravo  Malin  Handelsman  Werner  Andersen  Corser 
K i s h k a m a n S i l v e r m a n 
Hershkovi tz  Abramovitch  
Shusterman F o i g e l m a n  
G r e e n w e l l  Rak Slattery  
B r e n n a n Chertok Kitt  
Kaye  Graber  Prince  Drury  Sarofsky  Bolante  Brandt   Silver   Flank   Lang   Cooper  
Wojtusik   Kelley   Seidman  Karasik  Westheimer   Leibovitch    Shachter  Laird   London  
Goldman   Sharon  Kaneko   Gold   Botelho   Lenet    Cantor   Fishman   Natoli   Anderson   
Siegel   McCain   Mantle   Dease  Kingsley  Charlton   Hammer  Curtis   Barkai   Lunetta   
Hoxworth   Keses  Abramowitz   Duke   Soto   Mayes    Katz   Goldin   Daich   Blank   
Pearson Damicone Mendelssohn  Lamel Freedman  Vinograd  Kitces Kitzis Friedman 
Greenspan  Pinkus  Natali  DeVera  Sweeney  Bradley  Phillips  Bramble  Hammaker   
Dubner  Kosnitzky  Roebuck   Fox   Machado   Culp Traiger  Rubin  Berman  Yoskovith 
Asulin   Shpigler   Kafri   Har -On    Evron  Yellin   Kesten   Davis  Gefsrud   Gara    Charest  

COUSINS  CONNECTION 
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O ver the last years, Maury Kitces has collected 

genealogical data from other branches of the 

Kitzes family and posted these on his Kitzes cousins 

website (www.kitces.com). Lately, several new 

databases have been posted on the internet that have 

allowed for additional historic data to be collected. 

Using this new information, Don Seligman and Maury 

have worked together in the last year to formulate an 

expanded family tree with speculative branching now 

reaching back to Zeôev Wolf Kitzes in 1700. 

  The new information pertains particularly to the 

Kishinev branches of the family and includes the 

ongoing JewishGen.com project of translating the 

Kishinev Jewish vital records (birth, death, marriage and 

divorce mainly from the 1800s to the early 1900s), and 

the recently available Yad Vashem records of the 

victims of the Shoah including those from Kishinev with 

a connection to the Kitzes family (mainly late 1800s 

until 1940). A few exciting Kishinev vital records 

pertaining to our own branch have already been 

translated: the birth records of Eleazor (Leyzor) Kitsis, 

son of Zise (May 16, 1852); the birth record of Moyshe 

Yosif (Moshe-Yoseph) Kitsis, son of Volf Oyzer and 

Ennya (February 1, 1884); the birth record of Aron 

Kitsis (May 5, 1887); the death record of a sixth child of 

Meshullam Zise, Rivka (d. November 26, 1908); and the 

record of a heretofore unknown baby of Wolf Ozer 

Kitsis who died on June 22, 1901. 

 Combined with data that is known, and basing 

speculative connections on the tradition of naming new 

family members after recently deceased family, an 

expanded family tree is being formulated that places our 

own Meshullam Zise branch within a logical and 

reasonable framework. A basic assumption for our 

combined tree is that a single family moved from the 

Medzibozh area to Kishinev in the early 1800's. Rabbi 

Zeôev Wolf Kitzes (b. ca. 1700-1788) and his wife 

Rachel lived in Medzibozh, Ukraine. They had three 

sons that we have documented so far: Faybisz, Hayim 

Israel, and Nachman. They also had an unidentified 

daughter. 

  A descendent in New Zealand has traced his family 

all the way back to Ze'ev Wolf Kitzes, through 

Nachman. This family moved to Kishinev in the early 

1800's, and then to Israel in the 1850's. Nachmanôs son, 

Israel, had a son, Wolf Ozer, whose name has been 

passed on through several generations, including to one 

of Meshullam Ziseôs sons. In this way, one can speculate 

a close connection between our branch and this great-

grandson of Rabbi Zeôev Wolf Kitzes. The first Wolf 

Ozer had two known sons: Nachman and Shabse 

(Shabtai).  

 We speculate that Meshullam Zise's father was 

Moishe because of the large number of "Moishe" names 

appearing in later generations. We also speculate that 

Moishe was another son of Nachman because that would 

be consistent with a single family emigrating from 

Medzibozh to Kishinev. 

  With the opening of the additional data sources, 

more of the information for the family trees for the 

Kishinev branches has been charted and is now 

organized into the expanded family tree. Nonetheless, 

there are still several other branches from Kishinev with 

well plotted organizational relationships that are not yet 

positioned within this expanded tree proposal. 

Additional information from the Kishinev records is still 

forthcoming, so it is hoped that these loose-ends can be 

incorporated in the future. There are also several other 

large family branches that stayed in the Medzibozh area. 

Hopefully, we will be able to connect all these branches 

at a later time. 

FAMILY TREE EXPANSION 
By Maury Kitces and  Don Seligman 

I  n addition to the JewishGen.com Kishinev vital records 

and the Yad Vashem records, several new microfilms 

of Kishinev records are now newly available at the Los 

Angeles Family History Library.  These include 25 tapes  

 

that are not yet  included  in  those  that  JewishGen.com  

is translating for their Kishinev data base.  I hope to learn 

how to recognize the Hebrew and Cyrillic spelling of our 

family name so that I can study these tapes and collect 

those records connected with the family name for later 

translation.   These records include birth, death, marriage, 

Other New Sources Available 
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Zeôev Wolf Kitzes (b. abt. 1700) 

Faybisz Kitzes Nachman Kitzes (b. abt. 1725) Daughter Kitzes 

Israel Kitzes (b. abt. 1751) 

Wolf Ozer Kitzes (b. abt. 1776) 

(to Kishinev?) 

Moishe Kitzes (b. abt. 1795) Shabse Kitzes (b. abt. 1805) Nachman Kitzes (b. abt. 1801) 

Abraham Yeshua Kitzes (b. abt. 1826) 

Gersh-Vol Kitzes (b. 1829) 

Gilda Kitzes (b. 1838) 

Faibish Kitzes (b. 1841) 

Dvoysa Kitzes (b. 1844) 

Moishe Kitzes (b. 1852) 

This branch is in Israel and New 

Zeôev (b. abt. 1820) 

Beila (b. 1829) 

Zelman Kitzes (b.abt. 1840) 

This branch is in Israel 

Vol Kitzes (b. abt. 1815) 

Itsko Kitzes (b. 1839) 

Khaya Kitzes (b. 1843) 

Moishe Gershko Kitzes (b.  1847) 

Meylikh Kitzes (b. 1849) 

Usher Kitzes (b. 1852) 

Borukh Kitzes (b. abt.  1816) 

Srul Khaim Kitzes (b. 1839) 

Froim-Ber Kitzes (b. 1846) 

This branch is in Israel 

Eliezer Kitzes (b. 1852) 

Wolf Oizer Kitzes (b. 1854) 

Dina Kitzes (b. 1855) 

Sara Kitzes (b. 1860) 

Moishe Yosef Kitzes (b. 1867) 

Rivke Kitzes (d. 1908) 

Froim Kitzes (b. abt.  1818) 

Ushir Kitzes (b. 1841) 

Wolf Ozer Kitzes (b. 1850) 

Meshullam Zise Kitzes (b. abt.  1825) 

Shmuel Kitzes  

Proposed Expanded Tree: Kishinev Branch  
Red = Our Branch 

Green = 

Hayim Israel Kitzes 



Page 4    Cousins Connection 

Bat Mitzvah Samantha Seligman  

with cousin Don Seligman 

Proud Parents, Robin and Hyatt Seligman 

Cousins Karen and Howie Seligman with daughters Briane and 

Dana who will celebrate a double Bat Mitzvah in July. 

Older sister, 

Brandie 

Seligman. 

Seligman Family group: Uncle Courtney, Grandmother Mynabelle, 

Cousin Don, and grand-uncle Manuel. 

Samantha Seligman Bat Mitzvah 

S amantha Seligman, the youngest child of Robin and Hyatt Seligman, 

celebrated her Bat Mizvah on February 26th before a large 

congregation of family and friends.  Looking beautiful, Samantha 

demonstrated her mastering of Hebrew by participating actively throughout 

the long Sabbath morning service.  An evening dinner dance brought the 

Seligman clan together while Samantha sparkled in her beautiful pink 

chiffon gown along with the rest of her beautiful family.  Everyone had a 

fabulous time. 


