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 Huge``` huge 

T he "Tri-State" Kitzes Family Reunion Committee has been extremely busy over the 

last several months organizing the Third Kitzes Family Reunion. This one 

promises to be the biggest one yet!!   The 3-day reunion takes place on July 22-24, 2005 at 

the Sheraton Newark Liberty Airport Hotel, located near Newark Liberty Airport with a 

free shuttle service every 15 minutes to and from the airport. It has a lovely, 6-story 

atrium with glass roof which has several reception areas, the lobby and a pool. We will 

have our own private space within the atrium for our Friday Night Reception, and we 

would be together each morning for a full-American breakfast buffet in our own private 

area on the second level atrium terrace for only $1.00 more than the hotel restaurant 

charges.  

  The plans for the Reunion begin with a Friday evening Welcome Dessert Reception 

with cash bar.  Saturday starts with a Get-together Breakfast Buffet followed by a Reunion 

Outing: a cruise around Manhattan or a trip to Ellis Island (currently in planning stages) 

with box lunch.  Saturday afternoon is reserved for relaxation and mingling by the indoor 

Atrium swimming pool or in our FREE hospitality room where we can bring in our own 

cookies/snacks and soda, having to pay the hotel only for coffee and tea. The Reunion 

Banquet Buffet and Evening Program concludes the Saturday activities.  Sunday will 

bring the Reunion to a close with a Farewell Breakfast Buffet in the Atrium Terrace.  

  You can view the Sheraton Newark Liberty Airport Hotel on their web site link: 

http://www.starwood.com/sheraton/search/hotel_detail.html?propertyID=796. A limited 

block of rooms have been reserved for the reunion at the rate of $89 per night single or 

double occupancy plus applicable taxes. The hotel has ample parking (discounted to $2.00 

per car for Friday and Sunday with Saturday free).  We are working hard to keep all costs 

as low as possible, but this is New York! 

  You can find the latest information on the Reunion at the familyôs website at: 

  http://www.cousinsconnection.com/reunion_information.htm.  
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Reunion Plans Being Finalized  

Keces  Leider  Chitis  Umensky  Segal  Winkler  Mardigian  Orbach  Gollack  Shafer 
Tragerman  Goldstein  Leavitt   Gould  Sterk  Schwartz  Brynan  Rosenes  Wellins  
Seligman   Weiss  Zimmermann  Mohrman Statham Horwitz  Smarinsky  Fenimore 
Bluestone Bedrick  Galer  Cohen  Bravo  Malin  Handelsman  Werner  Andersen  Corser 
K i s h k a m a n S i l v e r m a n 
Hershkovi tz  Abramovitch  
Shusterman F o i g e l m a n  
G r e e n w e l l  Rak Slattery  
B r e n n a n Chertok Kitt  
Kaye  Graber  Prince  Drury  Sarofsky  Bolante  Brandt   Silver   Flank   Lang   Cooper  
Wojtusik   Kelley   Seidman  Karasik  Westheimer   Leibovitch    Shachter  Laird   London  
Goldman   Sharon  Kaneko   Gold   Botelho   Lenet    Cantor   Fishman   Natoli   Anderson   
Siegel   McCain   Mantle   Dease  Kingsley  Charlton   Hammer  Curtis   Barkai   Lunetta   
Hoxworth   Keses  Abramowitz   Duke   Soto   Mayes    Katz   Goldin   Daich   Blank   
Pearson Damicone Mendelssohn  Lamel Freedman  Vinograd  Kitces Kitzis Friedman 
Greenspan  Pinkus  Natali  DeVera  Sweeney  Bradley  Phillips  Bramble  Hammaker   
Dubner  Kosnitzky  Roebuck   Fox   Machado   Culp Traiger  Rubin  Berman  Yoskovith 
Asulin   Shpigler   Kafri   Har -On    Evron  Yellin   Kesten   Davis  Gefsrud   Gara    Charest  

COUSINS  CONNECTION 
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HYMAN KECES: 4th Child of Moishe Keces 

H yman Zvi Keces was the fourth child of Moishe 

Yosef Keces and Ethel Rachel Charest. He was born 

Sept. 23, 1905 in Kishinev, Moldova and lived in 

Alexendrin.  He arrived in Canada in 1920, and became a 

naturalized citizen in 1927.  He passed away in 1989. 

 He was first an unlicensed peddlar in 

Canada, and then, like his own father,  

he became a highly skilled presser in the 

garment trade.  He always supported 

trade unions and was one of the first 

members of the International Ladies 

Garment Workers Union in Montreal.  

 Hyman was a fun-loving person and 

liked to socialize.  He joined the 

Maccabees, a combination insurance-

and-social organization,  where he met 

Celia Pearson.   They were married July 

6, 1941.  They had three children: 

Hannah, born in 1944; Ethel Rhoda in 

1946; and Shayna Hinda in 1950.  

Hymie and Celia bought a house when 

Shayna was born, where Hymie found he enjoyed 

gardening and also building things.  He had a real talent 

for transplanting trees that he would dig up from public 

land ñin the country.ò  Cucumbers, peppers and tomatoes 

flourished there as well.   He built a workshop in the 

basement and frequently bought tools, especially if they 

were on sale or at a reduced price. 

 He and Celia were founding members of the Shaare 

Zedek Synagogue in Montreal and gave all three daughters 

a good Jewish education.  He was an ardent supporter of 

Israel, although not particularly religious.  Although they 

maintained a Kosher home, Hyman went along with it for 

Celiaôs sake rather than his own convictions. 

 Hymie was a fastidious dresser throughout his whole 

life, and he took pride in his demeanor.  He was good-

natured and endured the teasing of his 

wife and daughters about his ñvanity.ò  

He loved to shop for bargains and taught  

his children that ña sale is not a sale 

unless it is at least ó50% offò the original 

price.ò 

 Unlike most men of his time, Hymie 

enjoyed cooking and was a very good 

cook who appreciated spicy seasonings 

like Cayenne and chile peppers.  He 

would spice up his food even before he 

had tasted it, much to Celiaôs dismay.  

Baked goods, meat, and even fish had to 

be well done or he considered it raw. 

 Hymie was very open minded in his 

dealings with people and able to see all 

sides of a topic.  He was  interested in politics and current 

affairs and was adept at reading between the lines of a 

news story.  He loved a good intellectual or political 

discussion even if it led to an interesting argument. 

 His interests were varied.  He was a champion bowler 

and loved fishing. He took advantage of every opportunity 

that came his way, even fishing from the edge of the man-

made lagoon in his retirement condo in South Florida.  He 

also learned to drive at the age of 72 and took ballroom 

lessons in his seventies as well.  

By Hannah London, Ethel Goldman, and Shayna Keces  

 (Adapted from their tribute to their father, Hyman Keces in the Meshullam Zise Kitzes Genealogy Book) 

We Have A Website.  
 Actually, we have two of them, and the data from our 

own branch (the descendents of Meshullam Zise Kitzes) 

can be found on both websites. 

 The first site www.kitces.com was set up in 1999, 

shortly after the first Family Reunion and is centered 

around the family of Michael Kitces.  It has family trees, 

information, and news about all the branches of his 

Kitces, Pearson, Westheimer, and Greenwald 

grandparents. 

 The second site, www.cousinsconnection.com was 

started in 2003, shortly after the second Family Reunion, 

and it specializes exclusively on the Kitzes families, 

attempting to link all the various groups together.   It is 

currently tracking about 15 family groups that comprise  

 

about 1600 of the descendents of Rabbi Zeôev Wolf 

Kitzes (1700-1788). Most of these groups track back to 

the 1800-1850 time range but we need a few more names 

to connect all the way back to the Rabbi and to each other.   

 There is a page for family newsðweddings, bar-

mitzvahs, engagements, death notices, etcðbut in order 

for this information to be posted, you have to send it to 

Maury Kitces! (family@kitces.com). 

 There is also a page of links to other websites, and to 

pages of family members.  If you would like a link posted, 

let Maury know.  There is also a family history page 

giving some information and stories about Rabbi Kitzes, 

and a page of photos and images of some family 

documents. 

 The sites are owned and maintained by Maury Kitces. 
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Hyman 

Keces 

HELP!  
If anyone knows the current address of the following households, 

please let Don Seligman know: 

Aaron Gold, Kenneth Corser, Irit and Eizik Asulin,  

Nancy Kaye and Jesse Sweeney 

Moishe Keces m. Ethel Charest 

 Hyman Zvi Keces m. Celia Pearson  

Hannah Keces 

m.  

Pedro London 

Ethel Keces 

m. 

Saul Goldman 

Shayna Keces 

Amanda London 

 

Max London 

Asa Goldman 

L. to R.: Hannah London, Asa Goldman, Ethel Goldman, Shayna Keces.   

Los Angeles Reunion, 2002 

Max 

London, 

Montreal, 

1999. 

Congratulations!  
(July-December 2004) 

 

40th Anniversary: 

Joy and Lonnie Keces: 

 August 29th. 
 

30th Anniversary: 

Neomi and Pinchas Kafri: 

 August 20th. 

Gail and Jack Hoxworth: 

 November 30th. 
 

 

30th Birthday: 

Todd Handelsman: July 27th. 

Sigal Yoskovith: August 2nd. 

Jesse Sweeney: September 10th. 

Alana Keses: October 24th. 

Michelle Kitt: November 19th. 
 

40th Birthday: 

Mia Botelho: November 14th. 

Mia Keces: November 14th.  
 

50th Birthday: 

Marty Greenwell: December 6th. 

Seth Fishman: December 27th. 
 

60th Birthday: 

Maury Kitces: November 24th. 

Courtney Seligman: December 22nd. 
 

70th Birthday: 

Jerry Foigelman: September 15th. 
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922 JAYSMITH STREET 

GREAT FALLS, VA 22066  
703-759-9478 

e-mail: Maury@kitces.com  
 

WEBSITES: 
www.kitces.com 

www.cousinsconnection.com 


