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 Huge``` huge 

T 
he next Kitzes Family Reunion has been scheduled for Friday through 

Sunday, July 22-24, 2005 in New York City.  It was decided at the Los 

Angeles Reunion to invite other Kitzes family branches (that is those 

descended from other than Meshullam Zise Kitzes) to join us in the next 

reunion.  Thus, a Reunion Committee including the other Kitzes family branches 

met at the beginning of June at Mel and Phyllis Kitzesô home in Queens Village, 

New York, and began the organization of this expanded event (See the photo on 

page 3).  Our branch was represented at the meeting by Tsila and Bruce Blank, 

and Marsha Greenspan.  The committee will meet again in October. 

  The committee has begun to set up sub-committees to explore hotels, 

restaurants, mailings, programming, and financial concerns. A preliminary plan 

has been considered which will parallel the schedules of the previous two family 

reunions.  Thus, at this point, the reunion will begin on Friday evening with a 

welcoming party, and Saturday will include a group excursion after breakfast, 

possibly to Ellis Island, and an evening banquet with program for all family 

members and guests.  Sunday will begin with a brunch, and for those who can 

stay, possibly some more cultural touring.   

  The committee settled on Manhattan as the venue which would be the most 

interesting site for the majority of participants. Future issues of the newsletter will 

keep everyone abreast of the developments.  Those in our family branch who wish 

to communicate any ideas or concerns to the committee should communicate 

through Tsila and Bruce (Tsbl@aol.com) or Marsha (magreens@suffolk.lib.ny.u). 
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In Memory of  

Jean Goldstein Sterk 
1919 - 2003 

 

Eulogy given by her son, Jack Sterk 

 Since I knew my mother longer than anyone, called 

the birth order luck of the draw, I thought it appropriate 

that I say a few words. 

 We are here today not distraught over a tragic, 

senseless passing, but to acknowledge together that the 

natural order of events in the journey of life has been 

followed.  For, while burying a parent is never easy, it is 

the way nature intended it to be. 

 To all of mom¹s friends and acquaintances, my mom 

would look at all of you here, and turn to Linda and say, 

ñwhy did you invite all these people?ò  But it is a 

testament to my mother that so many people remember 

her.  I don¹t think my mother would ever have believed 

that in some small way she touched so many peopleôs 

lives. 

 As to her grandchildren, some of you have expressed 

feelings that you did not get by to see her just before she 

passed away.  None of us know the exact day and time of 

our passing.  All of you got by to see bubby in the days 

prior to her death.  And all of you were with her all the 

time.  On the wall near her bed were pictures of all of 

you.  And every 

day that I would go 

to see my mom, 

and would ask her 

who each of the 

people in the 

pictures were.  

And at those times 

she couldnôt recall, 

I would remind her 

who you were.  I 

can assure you all, 

that each and every day, you were in her presence.  In 

typical bubby fashion, to all the grandchildren, when you 

get back to Lindaôs house, ñsit still and behave yourself.ò 

 As for my sisters, Mom¹s legacy lives in us.  She must 

have done something right to produce the closeness we 

three share both in friendship and love.  Her leaving can 

never take that away. 

 Finally, to my mom, a couple words of advice 

especially if you have an eternity to share with daddy.  

First, never, ever bother him when he is at the crap tables; 

and second, for Godôs sake, please remember to salt the 

fried chicken. 

 Mom, we love you, we will miss you, we wish you 

well on this new journey.  And now, as my mother would 

most likely say, ñShut up Jackie.ò 

In Memory of  

Sandra Graber Hammaker 
1948 - 2003 

 

 It is with deep regret that I announce the passing of 

Sandra Hammaker on March 28, 2003.  I know that the 

entire family joins me in extending our deepest sympathies 

to her son, Adam, and her brother and sisters and their 

families.  I had the pleasure of meeting Sandy at the 

Montreal Reunion in 1999, and feel honored to have 

known her.   

1965 1999 

Address List Update: 
Corrections and additions: 

  

Mendelssohn, Randy and 

 Joanna (Zachary) 

2 Silver Maple Court 

Bramalea, Ontario, Canada 

L6T 4R1 

 

Seligman, Andrew 

 (Aaron) 

5264 N.E. 121st Ave., Apt. 

 302 

Vancouver, WA 98682 

 

Yellin, Daron and Michal 

 (Liron, Noa) 

Begin St. 25/6 

Neve Ganim, Kiryat 

Motzin, Israel 

 Tel: 011-972-4-8761047 

e-mail Addresses: 

 

Jack and Eleanor Lenet 

 jlenet@videotron.ca 

 elenet@vl.videotron.ca 
 

Hannah London 

 hlondon@primus.ca 
 

Howard Seligman 

howard.seligman@adelphia.

 net 
 

Weiss, Juliet and Scott 

 Machado 

Scottychop@yahoo.com 
 

Yoskovith, Dalia and Zeav 

yosk@microdan.co.il 

 



Page 3    Cousins Connection 

 
Congratulations!  

(July-December 2003) 
 

 

10th Anniversary: 

Tamara and Matthew Keces: 

 July 24th. 

Dorothy and Robert 

Holland:  

 August 30th. 

Ilona Corser and Arthur 

 Wandtke: October 1st. 
 

20th Anniversary: 

Merv and Mary Sue Keces: 

 October 14th. 
 

30th Anniversary: 

Judy and Maury Kitces: 

 November 24th. 
 

40th Anniversary: 

Mitzi and Morris Winkler:  

 October 6th. 
 

50th Anniversary: 

Freda and Phil Shusterman:

 November 1st. 

 

 

30th Birthday: 

Lisa Gold: December 8th. 
 

40th Birthday: 

Tony Botelho: July 14th. 

Catarina Brennan: Sept. 

16th. 
 

50th Birthday: 

Anna Kitces: July 16th. 

Roni Berman: Dec. 22nd. 
 

60th Birthday: 

Daniel Greenspan: August 24th. 

Marty Mendelssohn: Sep. 

9th. 

Saul Goldman: December 

3rd. 
 

75th Birthday: 

Harold Handelsman: August 9th. 

Minna Sharon Celebrates her 80th Birthday 

S urrounded by her family and friends, Minna Sharon was honored at a 

surprise 80th birthday party arranged by her children, Abe and Eva Sharon, 

Tsila and Bruce Blank, and Sarah Goldin who had secretly flown in from Israel 

several days in advance.  Held at Minnaôs favorite Chinese restaurant, the guest 

list also included her four grandchildren living in the United States: Estelle and 

Bradley Sharon, and Mark and Aaron Blank.  ñSarah was my biggest surprise,ò 

exclaimed Minna, ñsince I did not know that she had arrived from Israel and 

was hiding out at Tsilaôs and Abeôs houses.ò   

In Shanghai at age 20, 

1943. 

Still beautiful at 80, with her children:  

2005 New York Kitzes Family Reunion Committee:  

Top left to right: Pearl and Irving (Kitzes) Felsenfeld, Arnold and Phyllis Kitzes, 

Ellen  Kitzes Delfiner, Bruce Blank.  Bottom row: Tsila Blank, Marsha Greenspan, 

Stanley and Elaine Kitzes, Mel Kitzes, Donald Kitzes.  


