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 Huge``` huge 

T 
he reunion planning is coming into its final stages, and the family is 

responding accordingly.  The guaranteed hotel rooms have been 

overbooked, and the hotel had been offering additional rooms to family 

members at the reduced rate, at least through March.  Whether this is 

still available to late-comers is uncertain.   

  The committee has been working hard to make the reunion as successful 

and enjoyable as the Montreal reunion in 1999.  With nearly monthly meetings, 

all the preparations for the official events beginning on Friday evening and 

ending on Sunday morning are nearly concluded.  All those who have registered 

will receive a questionnaire about any extra days in Los Angeles, so that the 

committee can also anticipate any additional assistance during the days 

immediately before and after the reunion.     Attendance is estimated to be more 

than 100 family members. 

  The events at the reunion will be filled with many surprises and bonuses.  

Some of these will include the Family Recipe Book that Michelle Kitt and Don 

Seligman are publishing for distribution. Others will collect any copies of the 

Kitzes family genealogical family book that they ordered.   Don Seligman wants 

everyone to understand that the book is big and heavy (nearly 3 pounds), so if 

anyone wants to have their copies shipped to them rather than picking them up at 

the reunion, please contact Don individually.  

  Everyone is reminded that registrations must be mailed by the end of June 

or there will be an extra $5 charge per person. If you lost your registration form 

and need another, please contact Don for a replacement. 
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Reunion Update  

Keces  Leider  Chitis  Umensky  Segal  Winkler  Mardigian  Orbach  Gollack  Shafer 
Tragerman  Goldstein  Leavitt   Gould  Sterk  Schwartz  Brynan  Rosenes  Wellins  
Seligman   Weiss  Zimmermann  Mohrman Statham Horwitz  Smarinsky  Fenimore 
Bluestone Bedrick  Galer  Cohen  Bravo  Malin  Handelsman  Werner  Andersen  Corser 
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Hershkovi tz  Abramovitch  
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Greenspan  Pinkus  Natali  DeVera  Sweeney  Bradley  Phillips  Bramble  Hammaker   
Dubner  Kosnitzky  Roebuck   Fox   Machado   Culp Traiger  Rubin  Berman  Yoskovith 
Asulin   Shpigler   Kafri   Har -On    Evron  Yellin   Kesten   Davis  Gefsrud   Gara    Charest  
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M y grandmother, Anna Leider Keces, was the fifth 

child born to Eliezer Keces and Ida Umensky.  

She was born in Braila Romania on February 8, 1894.  

She went to school  for only 2 years, 

after which she was sent at age 8 to 

live with an aunt in Bucharest, where 

she was put to work as a seamstress.   

 In 1905, when she was 11 years 

old, she was brought back to Braila to 

emigrate with her mother and siblings 

to America.  They arrived in Montreal 

later that year to join her father and 

her brother Israel/Sam who had 

arrived some months earlier.  She 

went to work as a seamstress in a 

factory, where she met her future 

husband, Julius Seligman, who had 

come to Montreal from Philadelphia 

in 1913 to work as a cutter in his 

uncleôs garment factory, the same 

place that Anna worked.   He met her 

in the elevator and began to take her 

out.  Before they could marry, he had 

to prove to Eliezer Keces that he 

hadnôt been married before and that 

he was actually Jewish, as he spoke 

no Yiddish and his religious 

education had been meager.  They married on October 

18, 1914, and my father, Seymour, was born less than 

one year later in 1915.  He was followed soon after by 

Bernard in 1917, Clara in 1919 (she died one year later), 

and the twins Manuel and Sydney in 1922.  

 Julius developed a successful business which even-

tually included fourteen retail clothing stores across 

Canada.  After the economic conditions in 1929 resulted 

in the closing of his business, Julius began a successful 

second career as a clothing designer, traveling to New 

York and Paris.  In 1935, he began another  

manufacturing business of his own and he taught his two 

oldest sons the profession. After is oldest son, Sam, 

declared his intention to move to join the rest of the 

Eliezer Keces branch in Los Angeles in 1936, Julius and 

Anna finally agreed to move. 

 The four sons married and soon there were 13 

grandchildren to spoil.  Our grandparents doted and 

showered so much affection on us that my brother and I 

always referred to them as ñGrandma and Grandpa 

Lover.ò  The first thing we did when we stepped into 

their living room was run to the piano-shaped music box 

on the cocktail table to see what kind of candy it held for 

us.  The second thing we did was to fight over who 

would sit in the ñkingôs chair,ò a large 

plush wing chair upholstered in blue 

satin. Anna was an impeccable 

homemaker and her apartment was 

full of beautiful furnishings and many 

mysteries.  A red lacquer Chinese 

style chest was decorated with figures 

that seemed to have no feet and who 

were thus forever fixed in place.  The 

ñRomeo and Julietò figurines on the 

paired living room lamps danced with 

each other with masques covering 

their faces.  The Chinese jade lamp 

was a ferocious lion.  And grandma, a 

fabulous cook, would ply us with 

delicious cookies, fresh from her 

oven, or with her ñpot le gelò eggplant 

salad.  When she made chicken soup, 

she always included an immature egg 

yolk for each grandchild.  And we 

were also spoiled by our uncles who 

took us to the nearby Griffith Park 

pony rides or carousel.  When the 

second World War took my father and 

his brothers, Mannie and Bernie, away, our grandparents 

were always there during their absence to spoil us. 

 Holidays were a time for everyone to gather at 

Grandma and Grandpaôs.  As the family grew, and the 

dining room table could no longer accommodate the 

number of family members, large pieces of ply-wood 

were set onto saw horses and decorated with beautiful 

damask table cloths.  The food was always spectacular, 

and the table decorations elegant.  And there was very 

little to complain about as far as the company went 

because we cousins all got along beautifully.                    

 Anna, who hated going to doctors due to her 

obsessive modesty (it was rumored that she only dressed 

in the dark in a closet), was diagnosed with cancer in 

January 1959.  She had surgery in February, but the 

tumor was too large and her condition gradually 

worsened.  She finally succumbed to rectal cancer on 

October 20, 1959.  Julius was devastated by her death, 

and he had a gradual decline into mild dementia.  Finally, 

only four years later, he died of an aortic aneurysm on  

August 8, 1963. 

My Grandmother, Anna Leider Keces Seligman 
By Donald Seligman 

Anna and Julius Seligman 
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