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. _ﬁ Inside:
Reunion Update “

he reunion planning is coming into its final stages, and the fam
responding accordingly. The guaranteed hotel rooms have| PAGE Z
overbooked, and the hotel had been offering additional rooms to { 7 My Grandmother, Anng
members at the reduced rate, at least through March. Whether Leider Keces Seligman}
still available to latecomers is uncertain.
The committee has been working hard to make the reunion as suc] PAGE 3:
and enjoyable as the Montreal reunion in 1999. With nearly monthly med 7 Anna Keces Family
all the preparations for the official events beginning on Friday evening Tree.
ending on Sunday morning are nearly concluded. All those who have reg
will receive a questionnaire about any extra days in Los Angeles, so thl PAGE 4:
committee can also anticipate any additional assistance during thq # Announcements.
immediately before and after the reunion.  Attendance is estimated to b| ¥ Address List Update.
than 100 family members. g Congratulations
The events at the reunion will be filled with many surprises and boi
Some of these will include the Family Recipe Book that Michelle Kitt and
Seligman are publishing for distribution. Others will collect any copies o In&

Kitzes family genealogical family book that they ordered. Don Seligman EDITORS

everyone to understand that the book is big and heavy (nearly 3 pounds DONALD A. SELIGMAN

anyone wants to have their copies shipped to them rather than picking the chngFGRE‘ENE*;L'g‘AAg’O%N

the reunion, please contact Don individually. 323-665-1408/Fax:323 -665-7048
Everyone is reminded that registrations must be mailed by the end ¢ ¢mal: PonaldS261@aol.com

or there will be an extra $5 charge per person. If you lost your registratior MAURICE KITCES

and need another, please contact Don for a replacement. 922 JAYSMITH STREET

GREAT FALLS, VA 22066
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Page2 Cousins Connection

My Grandmother, Anna Leider Keces Seligman

By Donald Seligman

child born to Eliezer Keces and Ida Umenskyn the cocktail table to see what kind of candy it held for

y grandmother, Anna Leider Keces, was the f}tﬂneir living room was run to the piarshaped music box

She was born in Braila Romania on February 8, 1§94. The second thing we did was to fight over who

She went to school for only 2 yea b
after which she was sent at age 8}
live with an aunt in Bucharest, whe
she was put to work as a seamstres

In 1905, when she was 11 yed
old, she was brought back to Braila
emigrate with her mother and siblin
to America. They arrived in Montred
later that year to join her father a
her brother Israel/Sam who hq
arrived some months earlier. Sj
went to work as a seamstress inf
factory, where she met her futuf
husband, Julius Seligman, who hj =
come to Montreal from Philadelph
in 1913 to work as a cutter in h
uncl ebds gar ment
place that Anna worked. He met
in the elevator and began to take
out. Before they could marry, he h{
to prove to Eliezer Keces that

Nwould sit in the
~ ] plush wing chair upholstered in blue
¥ | satin. Anna was an impeccable
» 3 homemaker and her apartment was
full of beautiful furnishings and many
mysteries. A red lacquer Chinese
| style chest was decorated with figures
that seemed to have no feet and who
were thus forever fixed in place. The
fiRomeo and Julieto
paired living room lamps danced with
each other with masques covering
their faces. The Chinese jade lamp
was a ferocious lion. And grandma, a
fabulous cook, would ply us with
delicious cookies, fresh from her
awmen, or with her
salad. When she made chicken soup,
she always included an immature egg
yolk for each grandchild. And we
were also spoiled by our uncles who

hadnot been mar
he was actually Jewish, as he spq
no Yiddish and his religiou

Anna and Jul

todk aus to the nearby Griffith Park
pony rides or carousel. When the
second World War took my father and

ius Seligman

education had been meager. They married on Oct
18, 1914,and my father, Seymour, was born less tf
one year later in 1915. He was followed soon after
Bernard in 1917, Clara in 1919 (she died one year la|
and the twins Manuel and Sydney in 1922.

Julius developed a successful business which-e
tually included fourteen retail clothing stores acrg
Canada. After the economic conditions in 1929 resu
in the closing of his business, Julius began a succe
second career as a clothing designer, traveling to |
York and Paris. In 1935, he began anot
manufacturing business of his own and he taught his
oldest sons the profession. After is oldest son, S
declared his intention to move to join the rest of
Eliezer Keces branch in Los Angeles in 1936, Julius
Anna finally agreed to move.

The four sons married and soon there were
grandchildren to spoil. Our grandparents doted
showered so much affection on us that my brother a
al ways referred t o t hen

pher brothers, Mannie and Bernie, away, our grandparents
amere always there during their absence to spoil us.

by Holidays were a time for everyone to gather at
¢y andma and Grandpaos. As
dining room table could no longer accommodate the
vaeimber of family members, large pieces of -pigod
sgere set onto saw horses and decorated with beautiful
tddmask table cloths. The food was always spectacular,
ssfiodl the table decorations elegant.  And there was very
Néitle to complain about as far as the company went
ndiecause we cousins all got along beautifully.

twoAnna, who hated going to doctors due to her
anhsessive modesty (it was rumored that she only dressed
ha the dark in a closet), was diagnosed with cancer in
pddnuary 1959. She had surgery in February, but the
tumor was too large and her condition gradually
Wrsened. She finally succumbed to rectal cancer on
pttober 20, 1959. Julius was devastated by her death,
ndrid he had a gradual decline into mild dementia. Finally,
onlg four yedbs laten, chendied af andaortiG anaunydnp an

Lover . o The first t hin

gAugwst 8, 1963d when we stepped i
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f
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Anna Leider Kecesm. Julius Seligman ——
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m. m. Seligman m. m.
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Weiss e
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Seligman Seligman || Seligman || Seligma|] Seligman |] Seligman | | Seligman | | Seligman Seligman
p. m. m. n m. m. m. m. m.
Jon Sharon Harriett m.1. Kimberly Jorge Howard Karen Stephen
Zimmerman Mayes Statham Yaffa Fennimor Bravo Weiss Malin Bedrick
n Berrebi
Karen m.2.
Kevin Seligman Robin
Seligman
Libby
Marilyn Seligman .
- Aaron Jordan Juliet Dana Matthew
Brandie Seligman Bravo Weiss Seligman Seligman
Seligman Bedrick
Kathleen Michael Nicqlle Brignne
i Todd Bravo Weiss Seligman
Seligman | I seligman

Adam
Seligman

Seymour, 1944

Rhea
Seligman

Samantha
Seligman

Bernard, 1945 Sydney, 1944 Manuel, 1944




