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 Huge``` huge 

T 
he results of the July 2002 Reunion survey indicate an enthusiastic 

interest in the BIG EVENT!  Nearly two-thirds (76) of the 116 

households on the address list responded.  The vast majority of these, 

58 households, indicated that they planned to attend the Los Angeles 

Reunion to be held on the weekend of July 26-28, 2002, while 12 were still 

undecided.  Only 6 households indicated that they definitely would not attend.  In 

summary, 146 family members intend to come to the Reunion including 132 

adults and 14 children.  Because a number of non-responders were Californians 

who are most likely to attend in addition to the undecided, it is expected that the 

attendance might exceed 150 family members.  This would represent a near 

doubling of the attendance at the Montreal Reunion in 1999, and is testimony to 

the widespread reports about the fabulous organization of that first reunion event. 

  The California Organizing Committee is working hard to duplicate the 

success of the first reunion, and invitations will be sent out this coming 

November.  Included with the invitation package will be instructions about 

reserving rooms at the chosen hotel as well as information about other exciting 

sightseeing venues in the Los Angeles area for those who might want to extend 

their visit to the city beyond the reunion weekend.  

  Any questions about the Reunion can be directed to any of the Committee 

Members: Liz and Jorge Bravo, Betty Brynan, Larry and Frieda Freedman, Sadie 

Galer, Sharon Katz, Elliot Kaye, Don Seligman and Jon Zimmermann, Hyatt and 

Robin Seligman, Manny and Selma Seligman, and Hanna Weiss.  
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Bill and Ethel Keces Rosenes and their Family  
By Donald Seligman with help from Sadie Galer 

E thel Keces was the third daughter and fourth child 

born to Eliezer and Ida Keces.  She was born on 

March 17, 1891, in Braila, Romania 

where the family lived before their 

emigration to Canada in 1905 when 

Ethel was a young teenager.   

 The Montreal Years: The family 

lived in Montreal and Ethel, who was 

a marvelous seamstress, worked in a 

factory.  She was especially known for 

her hand-made button holes on menôs 

clothing.  One day it was raining and 

Ethel took shelter in the doorway of a 

store as did others, among them a 

young Polish barber named William 

Rosenes.  They started to talk and he 

asked if he could see her.  They later 

fell in love and he proposed.  Ethel 

agreed, but his mother refused to let 

them marry until Williamôs eldest 

sister had done so.  They waited three 

years until the sister married, and their 

wedding took place on January 3, 

1915.  They didnôt have enough 

money to rent an apartment, so they 

rented a room until they could.   

 In 1916, their first child, Sadie was 

born, and in 1917, their second daughter, Bertha, entered 

the world.  In 1924, Saul was born on Ethelôs birthday, 

March 17th.  It was a very hard pregnancy and Ethel 

practically had to be bedridden most of the time. 

 Ethel and William lived in the upper part of Ida and 

Eliezerôs apartment on Prince Arthur Street in Montreal 

until they could manage to go out on their own.  William 

always wanted to own his own barber shop, and in the 

1920s he opened a combination barber shop and beauty 

parlor.  

 Emigration to the USA and California: In 1927, 

Ethel and her family left Montreal for Windsor, Ontario.  

They arrived on a Sunday, and on Monday, William took 

the ferry to Detroit where he found a job as a barber right 

away.  He made that trip every day for a year.  Then in 

1928, the family moved to Detroit and lived there until 

1929, when they went west to Los Angeles.  They took 

the Santa Fe Super Chief and arrived on April 3, 1929.  

They found an apartment in Boyle Heights near the rest of 

the Keces family in Los Angeles, and lived there for a 

couple of years.  They then moved to an apartment on 

Soto Street  that Ethelôs sister  Alice managed.  By this 

time, Ida and Eliezer Keces also lived 

there, as did Ethelôs brother Sam and his 

family.  After the 1933 earthquake, Ethel 

and William moved around the corner.   

  From there the family moved to 

Lorena Street near Whittier Avenue, where 

William opened a barber shop that was not 

successful.  Consequently, they moved 

back to Boyle Heights, and William  

opened a fine barber shop on Los Angeles 

Street between 7th and 8th, next to Capitol 

Tie Neckware  that lasted about two years.  

He later went to work on 9th Street near 

Broadway.   

  In 1938, Ethel passed away from 

heart disease.  She is remembered as a very 

warm and outgoing lady.  William outlived 

her by 13 years, and passed away in 1951. 
  

 Ethel and Billôs Legacy:  Ethelôs eldest 

daughter, Sadie, married Albert Galer, a 

teacher, in 1947.  She and her sister, 

Bertha, have always been close.  Their 

brother, Saul, lives today in Texas.  All 

three Rosenes siblings have been 

professionally involved in 

sales. 

 Sadie and Al Galer had 

two children.  Wayne is a 

salesman living in Los 

Angeles, and he has one 

daughter, Allison, who 

will soon be 12 years old.  

Their daughter, Sherri-

Ellen is a dental assistant, 

also living in the Los 

Angeles area.   

 Saul has one daughter, 

Elaine, who is married to 

Ted Murphy and works in 

the Advertising Specialty 

Field.  They have two 

young children, Jonathan 

and a daughter born just 

last January, Madeline 

Renee. 

Ethel Keces Rosenes with 

daughters Bertha and Sadie.  

Montreal, Quebec, 1920 

William  and Ethel Rosenes 

Montreal, Quebec, 1922 


