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I 
t is now time to send your biographical sketches, edits, photographs, and any 

other requested material to Don Seligman if you want your contributions to 

appear in the Kitces genealogy book to be titled: From Kishinev to America: 

The Genealogy of Meshullam Zise Kitzes 1820-2001.  While new data like 

coming births will be added up to the final production date, it will not be possible to 

add any historic material received after September 30, 2000 due to formatting and 

indexing concerns.    

 This volume will be something to treasure within your family circle for 

yourselves and all future generations.  It will contain the data base of all vital 

records, pages of historic photographs, and a great deal of accessory information 

about the familyôs past which we want to preserve.  The family trees alone will 

make being part of this project worthwhile.  But dates from public documents, 

information about ancestral homelands, and photographs are potentially accessible 

for anyone.  It is your memories of departed loved ones and yourselves, as well as 

family traditions and lore which will not be preserved unless you write them down 

now and send them for the book.  These are the interesting human aspects of our 

familyôs story that become lost with the passing of each family member.  The 

conservation of your memories and traditions are the irreplaceable components of 

the coming book. 

 So, please sit down with your recollections, your husband/wife, your children, 

your siblings, your parents, and any family historic documents in your posession, 

and set down on paper anything that you think would be important to preserve for 

the future and all coming generations.   This is an opportunity and responsibility 

that only comes once in a lifetime when at all, and you donôt want to miss out!!!  

 

Inside: 
 

 

Page 2: 

  IsraelðSam and 

 Eva Keces. 

 

Page 3: 

  Israel-Sam and Eva 

 Keces Family Tree. 

 

Page 4: 

  Announcements 

  Congratulations 

  Address and e-mail  

 corrections and 

 additions 

  Who Is This? 

  2002 Family Reunion 

EDITORS 
 

DONALD A. SELIGMAN  
5215 FRANKLIN AVE.  

LOS ANGELES, CA 90027  
323-665-1408/Fax:323 -665-

7048 
e-mail: DonaldS261@aol.com  

 

 
 

MAURICE KITCES 
922 JAYSMITH STREET 

GREAT FALLS, VA 22066  
703-759-9478 

Book Contributions Now Due 

Keces  Leider  Chitis  Umensky  Segal  Winkler  Mardigian  Orbach  Gollack  Shafer 
Tragerman  Goldstein  Leavitt   Gould  Sterk  Schwartz  Brynan  Rosenes  Wellins  
Seligman   Weiss  Zimmermann  Mohrman Statham Horwitz  Smarinsky  Fenimore 
Bluestone Bedrick  Galer  Cohen  Bravo  Malin  Handelsman  Werner  Andersen  Corser 
K i s h k a m a n S i l v e r m a n 
Hershkovi tz  Abramovitch  
Shusterman F o i g e l m a n  
G r e e n w e l l  Rak Slattery  
B r e n n a n Chertok Kitt  
Kaye  Graber  Prince  Drury  Sarofsky  Bolante  Brandt   Silver   Flank   Lang   Cooper  
Wojtusik   Kelley   Seidman  Karasik  Westheimer   Leibovitch    Shachter  Laird   London  
Goldman   Sharon  Kaneko   Gold   Botelho   Lenet    Cantor   Fishman   Natoli   Anderson   
Siegel   McCain   Mantle   Dease  Kingsley  Charlton   Hammer  Curtis   Barkai   Lunetta   
Hoxworth   Keses  Abramowitz   Duke   Soto   Mayes    Katz   Goldin   Daich   Blank   
Pearson Damicone Mendelssohn  Lamel Freedman  Vinograd  Kitces Kitzis Friedman 
Greenspan  Pinkus  Natali  DeVera  Sweeney  Bradley  Phillips  Bramble  Hammaker   
Dubner  Kosnitzky  Roebuck   Fox   Machado   Culp Traiger  Rubin  Berman  Yoskovith 
Asulin   Shpigler   Kafri   Har -On    Evron  Yellin   Kesten   Davis  Gefsrud   Gara    Charest  

COUSINS  CONNECTION 



Page 2    Cousins Connection 

 

Israel-Samuel Keces: Oldest Son of Eliezar Keces  
Devoted Marriage to Eva Schwartz Lasted Nearly 62 Years 

I 
srael Keces, our father, a.k.a. Samuel Keces, the 

third child of Eliezar and Ida, was born July 27, 1887 

in Braila, Romania.  He died January 24, 1987 in Los 

Angeles.  Our mother, Eva Schwartz, the sixth child 

of Morris and Sannie Schwartz, was born December 12, 

1902 in France, and she died May 23, 1988 in Los 

Angeles.  Sam and Eva had a long 

marriage, nearly 62 years, having married 

in 1926 in Montreal.  Like many other 

immigrants, it was a struggle for survival 

and for a better life for their children. 

 Sam dislocated his hip when he was 

nine or ten years old from an ice skating 

fall.  His mother took him to many 

doctors, but his hip never healed 

properly. From then on he walked with a 

limp and wore an elevated shoe.  But this 

handicap never curtailed his lifestyle, and 

he was the apple of his motherôs eye, as 

well as the family breadwinner, a gambler 

and a dandy with the ladies.  He often 

stayed out all night, and mother Ida 

would ruffle his bed linens so his sisters 

would not think him bad.   

   Dad had money when he embarked on 

the boat coming to Montreal in 1906, but 

lost it gambling on the way.  Because a Canadian 

immigrant had to have a sponsor and $20 in his pocket, he 

had to borrow the $20 in order to enter Canada. 

 Sam and Eva married in Montreal in 1926 when Dad 

was 38.   We guess he had a lot of wild oats to sow.  They 

came to Los Angeles about 1927, and soon after, in 1928, 

Betty was born.  He was forced to return to Canada, when, 

working as a tailor, someone turned him in for entering the 

US illegally.   He put his family up in Detroit and main-

tained a residence for himself at the St. George Hotel in 

Windsor, Canada, just over the bridge.  He had no job, so 

he turned to gambling for a living to feed his family.  For-

tunately, he had figured out a way to go from Windsor to 

Detroit to see the family.  He managed to win enough 

money through gambling to support his wife and daughter 

for a year and a half.  Upon receiving a certificate of 

arrival from the US government, Sam and Eva returned 

with young Betty to Los Angeles in 1930. 
 

Life in Los Angeles 
 Sam worked as a tailor in Los Angeles initially for 

someone else, but soon after went into business for 

himself, first with a partner, and later as the sole owner.  

His store was on First Street near the City Hall.  He 

catered to a Filipino clientele, and was a great tailor.  He 

was a hard worker and we canôt remember him taking a 

day off for illness.   

 Samôs sister Alice Handelsman 

moved with her family to Studio City in 

the 1940s, and Sam and Eva would visit 

them often.  Alice urged them to move 

there from Boyle Heights, which they did 

in 1948, to North Hollywood.  Sam 

commuted via the Red Car to work every 

day.  

 The business property on First Street 

was being sold, and not wanting to stop 

working, Sam opened a store in Toluca 

Lake early in the 1950s.  Many of his 

customers were movie stars, like Bob 

Hope, Jonathan Winters, Dana Andrews 

and others.  Eva loved to entertain, and 

was famous for her good cooking and 

especially her knishes.  Sam and Eva 

stayed in their house until 1985, when 

they sold it and moved to an apartment in 

Van Nuys. 
 

Our Dear Mother  
 Eva had a sad and unusual childhood.  Her mother ran 

away with another man when she was 5, leaving her father 

in Montreal with six children to care for: 2 girls and 4 

boys.  Since he couldnôt manage all of them, he put the 

three youngest, including Eva, into an orphanage in New 

York.  Our mother had little family life in her childhood 

and she told us she had had very few visitors during the 

orphanage years.  

 Our mother was the most kind, generous, and loving 

and forgiving person we have never known, as illustrated 

through a poignant family anecdote.  She was sitting on 

her porch one day in Los Angeles and saw a woman going 

across the street.  This women struck a bell, and she 

learned where the woman lived.  She then discovered it 

was her own mother who had abandoned her at the age of 

5.  She forgave this woman, her mother, and took her into 

her heart, giving her everything she could even though this 

woman gave her nothing in return.  Her brothers never 

accepted this woman                       (Continued on Page 3) 

By Betty Keces Brynan and Mervyn Keces 

Sam and Eva Keces, wedding 

1926, Montreal  
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as their mother, and would not even see the woman, 

which illustrates the goodness and generosity of our 

mother.   

 Dad had a prostrate operation at 90.  A young man was 

his hospital roommate and he assured us that he would 

watch over Dad.  When this young man left, the floor 

nurse said, ñSam, we have a 90 year-old man down the 

hall, and we want to put you two together.ò  He then 

answered, ñNo, way!  Elderly I may be, but old I am not!  

I donôt want to be with a 90 year-old.ò   

 Sam loved Las Vegas.  When we vacationed there in 

his earlier years, he was on his way to gamble the minute 

we drove up to the hotel entrance.  Half of the time he 

didnôt know where our room was, and he stayed up all 

night.  Until his later years, when he was in his 90s, we 

took him there as often as we could.  His mind was sharp, 

but his body was frail.  Betty remembers asking him 

combinations of mathematical functions, to see if he was 

still able to play black-jack, and he rattled the answers off 

to her like a professional.  He lived a full life and died at 

the age of 99½. 

 We will always miss him and our mother. 

Eva Keces, 1928 


