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Book Contributions Now Due

t is now time to send your biographical sketches, edits, photographs, a

other requested material to Don Seligman if you want your contributio

appear in the Kitces genealogy book to be titled: From Kishinev to Ame

The Genealogy of Meshullam Zise Kitzes 1811. While new data likg
coming births will be added up to the final production date, it will not be possil
add any historic material received after September 30, 2000 due to formattir
indexing concerns.

This volume will be something to treasure within your family circle
yourselves and all future generations. It will contain the data base of all
records, pages of historic photographs, and a great deal of accessory infor
about the familybés past which we
make being part of this project worthwhile. But dates from public docum
information about ancestral homelands, and photographs are potentially acc
for anyone. It is your memories of departed loved ones and yourselves, as
family traditions and lore which will not be preserved unless you write them
now and send them for the book. These are the interesting human aspect

Inside:
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¢ Israeld Sam and
Eva Keces.

-> Page 3:
¢ Israel-Sam and Eva
Keces Family Tree.

-> Page 4.

¢ Announcements

¢ Congratulations

¢ Address and emalil
corrections and
additions

¢ Who Is This?

¢ 2002Family Reunion

familyds story that become | ost Wi
conservation of your memories and traditions are the irreplaceable compong
the coming book.

So, please sit down with your recollections, your husband/wife, your chil
your siblings, your parents, and any family historic documents in your pose
and set down on paper anything that you think would be important to preser|
the future and all coming generations. This is an opportunity and respons
that only comes once i i feti me
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Page2 Cousins Connection

IsraetSamuel Keces: Oldest Son of Eliezar Keces
Devoted Marriage to Eva Schwartz Lasted Nearly 62 Years

By Betty Keces Brynan and Mervyn Keces
srael Keces, our father, a.k.a. Samuel Keces,
third child of Eliezar and Ida, was born July 27, 18
in Braila, Romania. He died January 24, 1987 in
Angeles. Our mother, Eva Schwartz, the sixth cl

of Morris and Sannie Schwartz, was born December

1902 in France, and she died May 23, 1988 in |

Angeles. Sam and Eva had a Igad

marriage, nearly 62 years, having mar

in 1926 in Montreal. Like many oth
immigrants, it was a struggle for survi
and for a better life for their children.

Sam dislocated his hip when he
nine or ten years old from an ice ska
fall. ~His mother took him to ma
doctors, but his hip never heal
properly. From then on he walked wit
limp and wore an elevated shoe. But

handicap never curtailed his lifestyle, g

he was the appl e

well as the family breadwinner, a gami

and a dandy with the ladies. He of
stayed out all night, and mother |
would ruffle his bed linens so his sist

L dsis store was on First Street near the City Hall.
hilchtered to a Filipino clientele, and was a great tailor. He

themeone else, but soon after went into business for
8dimself, first with a partner, and later as the sole owner.
He

Was a hard worker and c

agay off for illness.

we Cc

Samoébs sister Al i c
moved with her family to Studio City in
the 1940s, and Sam and Eva would visit
them often. Alice urged them to move
there from Boyle Heights, which they did
in 1948, to North Hollywood. Sam
commuted via the Red Car to work every
day.

The business property on First Street
was being sold, and not wanting to stop
working, Sam opened a store in Toluca
Lake early in the 1950s. Many of his
sustemers ,wer@ Bovie stars, like Bob
Hope, Jonathan Winters, Dana Andrews
and others. Eva loved to entertain, and
i was famous for her good cooking and
—— 48" lespecially her knishes. Sam and Eva

would not think him bad.
Dad had money when he embarked

. . 1926,M
the boat coming to Montreal in 1906, |

Sam and Eva Keces, wedding

stayed in their house until 1985, when
they sold it and moved to an apartment in
Van Nuys.

ontreal

lost it gambling on the way. Because a Canag
immigrant had to have a sponsor and $20 in his pocke
had to borrow the $20 in order to enter Canada.

Sam and Eva married in Montreal in 1926 when [
was 38. We guess he had a lot of wild oats to sow.
came to Los Angeles about 1927, and soon after, in 1
Betty was born. He was forced to return to Canada, w
working as a tailor, someone turned him in for entering
US illegally. He put his family up in Detroit and mai
tained a residence for himself at the St. George Hotg
Windsor, Canada, just over the bridge. He had no jok
he turned to gambling for a living to feed his family. +
tunately, he had figured out a way to go from Windso

Detroit to see the family. He managed to win enoll

money through gambling to support his wife and daug
for a year and a half. Upon receiving a certificate
arrival from the US government, Sam and Eva retur
with young Betty to Los Angeles in 1930.

Life in Los Angeles

tl%r Dear Mother
' "“Eva had a sad and unusual childhood. Her mother ran
ayway with another man when she was 5, leaving her father
[ 1N Montreal with six children to care for: 2 girls and 4
gyioys Since he couldnot ma
X %e youngest, including Eva, into an orphanage in New
t%rk. Our mother had little family life in her childhood
A fid she told us she had had very few visitors during the
hlolFPhanage years.

Our mother was the most kind, generous, and loving
' &i%d forgiving person we have never known, as illustrated
)rhrough a poignant family anecdote. She was sitting on
5? porch one day in Los Angeles and saw a woman going
A rross the street. This women struck a bell, and she
§ arned where the woman lived. She then discovered it
n9v(§as her own mother who had abandoned her at the age of
89 she forgave this woman, her mother, and took her into
her heart, giving her everything she could even though this
woman gave her nothing in return. Her brothers never

Sam worked as a tailor in Los Angeles initially f

paccepted this woman (Continued on Page 3)
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Israel/Sam
Keces

Eva Keces, 192§

Israel/Samuel Kecesn. Eva Schwartz

Sam Keces, 1917

Joy and Lonnie Keces, 1970

Betty Keces Brynan, 1944

Betty Keces Mervyn Keces Lawrence Keces
m. m. m.
David Brynan 1. Harriet Fried Joy Hartman
2. Mary Andersen
Jeffrey Richard Dana Mia Matthew | | Vonda
Brynan Brynan Keces (1) Keces (1) Keces (1) Keces
o m m. m.
Cindy Dease Terrence Tamara
Mantle Vinograd
David
Maya
Brynan Keg/es
Danielle Natasha
Brynan Keces

I Mervyn Keces, 1975 I

as their mother, and would not even see the wofhanearlier years, he was on his way to gamble the minute
which illustrates the goodness and generosity of|werdrove up to the hotel entrance. Half of the time he
mother.

Dad had a prostrate operation at 90. A young marmigist. Until his later years, when he was in his 90s, we

his hospital roommate and he assured us that he

di

dnot

know

watch over Dad. When this young man left, the flbot his body was frail.

nurse said,

hal |l , and we want to
answered, ANo, way! El
| dondt want tod dbhbed wi t h

wher e our room

okl him there as often as we could. His mind was sharp,

Betty remembers asking him

i S a rojd manedowm éhecembinatioAsf matbegnatical functions, to see if he was
p ulstill agleota play bhackack, and hee traktledrthe answerdHoéf

te her like al professignal.b He livedaufull lif@ dnaldied at a m
tne a@eDof 9P%.a r

Sam loved Las Vegas. When we vacationed there ilWe will always miss him and our mother.

tt



