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Escape From the Pale 

INTRODUCING  THE  FAMILY  MEMBERS 
 The last issue highlighted our earliest known ancestor, 

Meshullam Zise Kitces and his sons, Eliezar and Moishe.  Each 

coming issue will introduce the individual family branches, 

beginning with the oldest child of Eliezar, Minnie Keces Segal 

and her family.  The next issue will feature the family of the 

oldest child of Moishe, Benjamin Keces. 

Keces Leider Chitis Umensky Segal Winkler Mardigian Gollack Shafer Tragerman Goldstein  

Leavitt  Gould  Sterk Schwartz  Brynan Calvin Rosenes Galer Seligman  Weiss Zimmermann 

Mohrman Mayes Statham Horwitz Berrebi Fenimore Bluestone Bedrick Cohen Bravo Malin 

Handelsman Bloom Corser Kitces Kishkamen Silverman Charest  Abramovitch  Shusterman 

Foigelman  Greenwell Rak Slattery  Brennan Pearson  Damicone Prince Fox Orbach Bolante 

Brandt Silver Flank  Lang  Cooper  Wojtusik  Kelley  Freedman  Keses  Karasik  Seidman  

Leibovitch Shachter  Pearson  London  Goldman  Mendelssohn  Kaneko  Anderson Botelho Lenet 

Cantor  Fishman Soto Natoli Vinograd  Andersen  McCain  Mantle  Dease Kingsley Charlton 

Hammer Curtis Lunetta Hoxworth Keses Kitzes Duke  Radczenko 

COUSINS   CONNECTION 

T 
he absence of living testimony or correspondence from the 

time of our familyôs emigration to the New World in the first 

decades of the 20th century obscures the reasons for their 

resolute and irrevocable move.  Nevertheless, the historical 

record allows for some speculative attempts to explain the apparent total 

break that Eliezar and Moishe Keces made from their European roots. In 

this and in coming issues, I will try to explore the political and economic 

motivations that certainly brought them here.  The story of Jewish Life 

in the Pale of Settlement in the 19th and early 20th Century is complex 

and ever-changing.  Paradoxically, all of the known survivors in the 

family today are descended from those who fled to North America to 

avoid the Russian pogroms, thereby also escaping the coming Holocaust 

that no doubt consumed most of those who remained behind.     
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moved to Los Angeles, and lived on 48th Street in the 

Adams District, in the heart of the old Jewish 

neighborhood.  Max thought that 

California was the land of 

opportunity, and he opened up a 

tailoring shop on Broadway, close 

to the Jewish bakery and meat 

market.   

 Lillian was the first of the 

children to get married.  A 

whirlwind courtship with Sam 

Winkler, a traveling millinery 

salesman, culminated in their 

wedding on September 2, 1926.  

Immediately afterwards, Lillian 

and Sam left for their new home in 

Pecos, Texas, where Sam had 

roots.  It was there that her two 

sons were born, Paul in 1927, and 

Morris in 1929.   

 Minnie passed away on March 

23, 1930, shortly after Morrisô birth.  

Thus, she missed her son, Benôs 

wedding to Faye Smarinsky two months later, on May 

31, 1930, in Toledo, Ohio, where they were both living 

at the time.   Daughter Sadie married Daniel 

Tragerman, who owned a liquor store, the following 

year in Los Angeles, and their only child, Darlene, was 

born one year later on July 29, 1932.   Max Segal 

passed away three years later, on April 30, 1934.  

 Ben and Faye moved to California in 1935, and 

Sam and Lillian also returned to Los Angeles after the 

Second World War.  Thus, the family of Minnie and 

Max Segal once more joined Minnieôs family, this time 

in California, where their descendants live today.   

 Paul Winkler and his wife Chris (Mardigian) have 

two sons, Christopher and Colin, and live in Palos 

Verdes Estates, while Morris Winkler and his wife 

Mitzi (Gollack) live in Ladera Heights.  Their son, 

Jaime, married Lisa Shafer in 1993.  

 Darlene Tragerman tragically passed away in 

1977.  Married to Richard Kingsley, they had two 

children, Karen and Mark.  Karen Kingsley married 

Juni Charlton in 1984 and they have four sons, James, 

Christopher, Juni, and Kevin and live in Whittier.  

Mark Kingsley has been married twice.  His current 

wife is Fanny Marquez, and they live in Downey with 

his three sons: Darrell, Daniel, and Mark. 

M 
innie Keces was born in Braila, Romania, 

in 1880, the first of the six children born 

to Eliezar and Ida Keces.  

The family tree on the 

adjacent page highlights this branch of the 

Keces clan.   

 In 1900, she married Melach (Max) 

Segal, who was one year older than she.  

He had relatives in Philadelphia, so when 

they, the first of their family, decided to 

come to America, they chose this city as 

their first home.  Max came in 1904, and 

Minnie followed two years later with their  

two children, Benjamin born on January 

21, 1902, and Lillian (Libbe) born on 

September 18, 1903.  Max met them in 

New York, and after their arrival at Ellis 

Island, he took them to their new home in 

Philadelphia behind his tailor business at 

607 Rittner Street.  

 Minnie was homesick for the rest of 

her family who had emigrated to Canada 

at the same time she arrived in New York.  

Thus, several years after the birth of their third child, 

Sadie, on September 20, 1907, they left Philadelphia to 

live in Montreal.  

 They settled 

into a house on 

Clark Street near  

Maxôs new shop 

in the same 

neighborhood as 

the rest of the 

family.  Lillian 

remembered that 

f a m i l y  l i f e 

centered at the 

home of her 

g r a nd p a r e n t s , 

Eliezar and Ida, 

and that there 

was also a lot of 

contact with her 

Uncle Moisheôs 

family. 

   Soon after 

the First World 

War, the Segals 

Minnie Keces and her husband, Melach (Max) Segal  
First to come to America, first to arrive in Los Angeles 

Minnie and Max Segal: Wedding  

Braila, Romania  1900 

Max and Minnie Segal,  

Los Angeles, about 1925 




