’i ---------------------i‘
Keces Leider Chitis Umensky Segal Winkler Mardigian Gollack Shafer Tragerman
Goldstein Leavitt Gould Sterk Schwartz Brynan Rosenes Galer Seligman Weiss

I Zimmermann Mohrman Statham Horwitz Smarinsky Fenimore Bluestone Bedrick I

| Cohen Bravo Malin Handelsman Bloom Corser Kitces Kishkamen Silverman Charest |

|| Abramovitch — Shusterman |
Foigelman Greenwell

| s’sam | COUSINS CONNECTION <rven |
Pearsong — D 2Micone

IPrince Fox OrbachI

I Bolante Brandt Silver Flank Lang Cooper Wojtusik Kelley Freedman Kitses Karasik I
Westheimer Leibovitch Shachter London Goldman Mendolssohn Kaneko Botelho

| Lenet Cantor Fishman Natoli Vinograd Andersen McCain Mantle Dease Kingsley |

L ---------------------ﬂ

VOLUME ONE, NUMBER ONE INAUGURAL ISSUE JANUARY 1997

Family Newsletter Launched

Serving Chitis/Keces/Keses/Kitses/Kitzes/Kitces Family Member
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his issue marks the beginning of family newsletters to be published for the knowr
T descendants of Meshullam Zise Kitces who was born about 1820 in the Ukraine c
=4 Romania. At this time, there are 164 known living individuals in the family who are
directly related by blood to this ancestor. They are spread throughout the United States &
Canada in 78 households. Refethte accompanying address list for specific information.

This effort began as a cooperative genealogical research project lead by Maurice Kitci
on the East Coast and Donald Seligman on the West Coast. Future plans include fam
reunions as well as hardbound genealogical texts which will preserve the current record as w
as the collective memory of living family members.

Each future issue will be dedicated to a specific deceased ancestor. Other regular featu
will include changes in the family address list, a section for specific announcements, a bc
acknowledging important birthdays and anniversaries, as well as articles about our genealo
cultural history, and important events.

The 4page newsletter will be published periodically at rough#l/if@onth intervals.
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Congratulations! January - March, 1997 PHORS

DONALD A. SELIGMAN

5215 FRANKLIN AVE.
. . LOS ANGELES, CA 90027

75th Birthday: 30th Birthday: 213-665-1408/Fax:213-665-7048
Sydney Seligman: March 16th.  Randolph Mendelssohn: MAURICE KITCES
Manuel Seligman: March 16th February 1st. 922 JAYSMITH STREET
GREAT FALLS, VA 22066
703-759-9478
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INTRODUCING YOUR

W

introduce ourselves, your editors:

NEWSLETTER EDITORS

ith this inaugural newsletter, we would like [tteaching at the University of California at Los Angeles
DonalUCLA) Dental School in Orofacial Pain.
Seligman (representing the Eliezar Keces brapéb)mal appointment as Assistant Professor in 1987, and

| received a

aa~setd and Maurice Kitses (representing the Moigheave published dozens of research articles and textbook

Kitces branch). We have been collaborating on the fajrilyapters since then.

Although | retired from clinical

history and genealogy since 1992, although each of ug pradttice in 1990, | still continue in research at UCLA, and

independently begun the research before. All of us greme frequently
one common ancestor, Meshullam Zise Kitces, the fathguwoiversities around the world.

both Eliezar and Moishe.

Don's Story:

The Genealogy: | was born in Log
Angeles, California, in 1940 and am a g
-great grandson of Meshullam Kitces.
grandmother, Anna Chitis/Keces was b
in Braila, Romania, the fifth of sewvt
children born to Eliezar Keces and his w
Ida Umensky. My father, Seymo
Seligman, was the eldest of Anna's f
living children, all sons, and | was the fi
born of Anna's 13 grandchildren.

Anna and her family had emigrated
about 1906 to Montreal, Canada fr
Romania, when she was 12 years old.
her husband Julius Seligman, and their
sons emigrated to join the rest of her Kg
family in Los Angeles, California, in 193
It was in Southern California that h
parents and six siblings established t

invited to speak at conferences and
| am a recent Past President
of the honorary American Academy of
Orofacial Pain, and am a Board Member
of the American Board of Orofacial Pain.

Jon fully retired from his professorship
in 1995, and we are now able to travel
much more often, visiting a multitude of
friends around the world. Since 1989, the
family genealogical research is gradually
replacing the orofacial pain research as a
major part of my life's interests.

Maurybés Story:

The Genealogy: | was born in
Montreal, Canada, in 1944 and am a great
grandson of Meshullam Kitces. My
grandfather, Moishe Keces was probably
born in Kishinev, Romania, almost 20
years after his brother Eliezar. My father
was born in Alexandren, Romanian near
Soroki, the youngest of six children born
to Moishe Keces and his wife, Ethel

home and where most of their descend

Charest. My father emigrated with his

were born during the rest of the 2
century.

Your Californi

a Editor: Don parents and siblings to Montreal, Canada

Personal History: Ours was a closknit family, and we
had loving contact with many of the expanded Califo
family through the 1950s. | excelled scholastically,
completed high school in Culver City, Californ
undergraduate studies (Cornell University and

about 1919 when he was 7 years old. It
was during the emigration process that the family name was
changed. My father's brothers Hymie, Ben and sister Rose
n@ok the name Keces, while his brother Saul was named
hH@ses. The two youngest children, my father and his sister
aAnnie, went to school and were told the "correct" spelling
thas Kitces.

University of Southern California) and graduate studlies My father and his family grew up in Montreal where he

(U.S.C. Dental School) before mytBhirthday. In 1965,
obtained my dental license and then spent 3 years in EU
most of the time in a Prosthodontic internship in Zur
Switzerland.

| returned in 1968 to begin 22 years of private practic
Venice, California. In 1970, | met my |#gartner, Jor
Zimmermann, a professor in Germanic Linguistics
California State University at Fullerton, and we celebra
25 years together in November 1995. We now live i
beautiful 71 yeaold home in the Los Feliz section of L
Angeles, and enjoy hobbies in art, music, theater, o]
sports, and travel.

met and married my mother Susan Pearson in 1943. My

régitber was the only one who went to college where he

ateceived a degree in electrical engineering. As a result,

shortly after | was born, we moved to Ottawa where he went

etinwork for the Research and Development group of the

Canadian Government.

at

ited Personal History: We stayed in close touch with my

huacles, aunts, and cousins who now had spread out from

bd/lontreal to Buffalo and Philadelphia. We knew of the

p&alifornia branch, but lost touch in the early 1950's.
(Continued on Page 3)

an

My professional life took a turn in 1979, when | beg
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World Jewish Population Declines

According to the Los Angelg¢&ermany, Canada, Panama

Times, the Jewish populations
plummeting around the worl

idong Kong, largely due
immigration of Jews from t

nd

Only 13 million Jews are aliviSoviet Union. In Israel the rate pf
worldwide compared to about I8irths exceeding deaths is abgut

million before the Holocaust.
In the United States, Jewi

prevalence has decreased fr

4% of the population to 2.3%,
5.8 million. This is attributed to

relatively low birthrate and a hig
rate of intermarriage More thadouble that of 20 years ago,

half of the U.S. Jews who marri
in the 1980s married nelews

raise their children as Jews.

The only countries with rising
Isral,

Jewish populations are

and only about onéourth of thess

ftountry with 4.5 million Jews
(showly replacing the US as t
pjargest community in the world.
a Meanwhi | e s 60®eq
imember Jewish population

xtill far below the preéHolocaust
popul ation of
bJewish population of 360,000 h

300%oof that in the U.S., and th|s

e
r ma i
is
ut

500
Qs

increased 60% since World War

Your Virginia Editor: Maury

(Continued from page 2)

| grew up in Ottawa, but shortly before
Bar-Mitzvah, my father was offered a new |
in Baltimore, and we emigrated to the USA.
went to high school in Baltimore, and |l

m

If you know of a relative who
IS not on the complete family
address list being distributed

newsletter, please let Don o
Maury know so they can be
added for the future!!!

to everyone with this

college (Case Institute of Technology)
Cleveland for my engineering degree.

early phases of the Apollo program, and t
for a NASA program that sent me all over
world testing their tracking stations.

with computer systems and software, and
have been here ever since.

I met my wife Judy Westheimer (yes the
are related) at work, and we were marrie
1973. My son Michael was born in 1977, an
that is when my interest in genealogy bega
felt that it was my duty to tell my son where|h

Michael is now a freshman at Bates Colleg
Maine, and his family tree has almost 2,0(
members. We have lived in Great Fall
Virginia near Washington DC since Michae
was born, and we keep in touch with
cousins who are still primarily in Montreal.

After
college, | worked at Cape Kennedy during the

| settled

came from, and who he was related |tp.

made

some

Maury

S
do
out!

Did you notice?
The Newsletter

currently known living family
members.

or omissions. Please let Don of
IS missing, misspelled,

or if anything else pop
into your mind that we

masthead is
up of the names of
There are no doubt

unintentional mistakes

know if your surname

hould know about. W

not want t
I







